Fourviere Pledge

An exercise to Interiorise the Commitment – for us Today

July 23, 1816. The first Marist aspirants. Formula of commitment.[OM 501:

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

All for the greater glory of God and the greater honor of Mary, Mother of the Lord Jesus.

We the undersigned, striving to work together for the greater glory of God and the honor of Mary, Mother of

the Lord Jesus, assert and declare our sincere intention and firm will of consecrating our​selves at the first 

opportunity to founding the pious congregation of Marists. 

That is why by the present act and our signatures, in so far as we can, we irrevocably dedicate ourselves and 

all our goods to the Society of the blessed Virgin. 

We do this not childishly or lightly or for some human motive or the hope of material benefit, but seriously, 

maturely, having taken advice, having weighed everything before God, solely for the greater glory of God 

and the honor of Mary, Mother of the Lord Jesus. 

We pledge ourselves to accept all sufferings, trials, inconveniences and, if needs be, torture, because we can 

do all things in Christ Jesus who strengthens us and to whom we hereby promise fidelity in the bosom of our 

holy mother the Roman catholic church, cleaving with all our strength to its supreme head the Roman pontiff 

and to our most reverend bishop, the ordinary, that we may be good ministers of Jesus Christ, 

nourished with the words of faith and of the wholesome teaching which by his grace we have received. 

We trust that, under the reign of our most Christian king, the friend of peace and religion, this institute will 

shortly come to light and we solemnly promise that we shall spend ourselves and all we have in saving souls

 in every way under the very august name of the Virgin Mary and with her help.

All this is subject to the wiser judgment of our superiors.

May the holy and immaculate conception of the blessed Virgin Mary be praised.
Amen.
Source: Ed Keel, A BOOK OF TEXTS, Centre For Marist Studies, Rome, 1993, pp. 79 – 80.

Exercise:  I read the text slowly and meditatively.  As I do I respond to the three aspects below:

Word or Phrase that strikes me:                Means to me Personally:                Mean for the SM Today:

Word or Phrase that strikes me:                Means to me Personally:                Mean for the SM Today:

